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-3y For sevorsl momths I heve been contacted on sooss
§ Jesegh Mm, DOROTLGES mgg!.er,, gunrunner and geoocs o=,
S ERFIEES ;Wmt in offériny: ¥is asristence fa counec. on w.
= -Begamse of hiy ~~3c-{grmmd I hove elvays evaded -
TOREvRE m 6 Mﬁl e called sayiog ba had some inforwmation conr
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2 Y coStected thg FBI to chuck on Kerola's backgrounu and w
it “ﬁﬂlbe m lhas a lenz record, h: omdoubiadly could. speak auther:
; mmm:ﬁm imte:'m A a.ffm.rq, imterest ir his ubility tc smuggle g
b e a:@m:raw o A% & cms..-'y anez, T wvisited Merola at his palatial i .
’fcvﬁmﬂ Bezch., -, '

3. Hem!s informed me th.: Lo ie currently .t liberty" on two count:
2% & too-pews probation in corvection witl his cowrictisn on a charge of
rimging the see-in-lav of Fulpincio Barisia CGencval Uirands, to che US in
:. clandeztine feshisn foilowiug the Car B =, and b) an appeal being
';"Vm ageimss & eouviction imolving £ =i zvrs Lror: a National Guard
rmeny. Nevous was given five years 2% 16 arracited te drag on
n“elnmn&w_y.
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w4 hed Leen the sww' guust of “Pma Gusiara, r-’c cther cdecalls wera made
zilzble at the tim: of the dnt~revisy of Mevelsx,

5. Ir 45 wmy opdmdon that (3 g Np wa dey Megela contactlung us
WO B yeatav 7 e would fovowowe i Ghe Jodgvan vourt to reseind the
-.z“:if trevel raetyiotdon eurvwustly fmxsonqsd on Gilm 8o that Marole could go to

1zil to work ovt details of the w s
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smg_}ggl.e 5 gunrunner ‘and- genera)

offer:ln‘g :

of his’ background I have always

feb ;61 heica led saying he ‘Had: ‘some inforw
frie a

’ i. S contacted the' FBI to check on Merola's "background
that while he has a’ long ‘record, he undoubtedly could speak

concerning i.nternational affaira, interest in his ability to s..gs
other contraband.  As a. con:

sequence, I visited Merola at his palati
Miami Beach. . . Do

‘30

Memla informed me that he 18 eurtently "at liberty“ on two-cor
a) A two-year probation’ in connection with his conviction on a charge o
bringing the son-in-law of Fulgencio Batista, General Miranda, to the

1 clandestine fashion’ following the Castro victory, and b) an appeal bei:,
:aken against a conviction involving a theft of guns from a National Guard

\rmory. . Merola was given five years but his appeal is expected to drag on
ndefi.nitely. e
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. 4. When queried abbut' the Brazilian Senator, Merola said that he has not
et received details, but that Sam Kay, one of his asso ciates in the Latin
merican contraband business, told him that the Senator was interested in

eveloping a project whereby large quantities of whiskey would be smuggled into
- cazil.

Be said that the Senator had visited Cuba following Castro's victory
id had been the special guest of ''Che" Guevara.

No other details were made
railable at the time of the interview of Merola.
5.

It 1s oy opin:lon that the principal reason for Merola contacting us
s to ascertain if ve would intervene with the Federal Court to rescind the

-mile travel restriction currently imposed on him so that Merola could go to
8z{l to work out details of the whiskey smuggling.

I informed him that there
uld be no possibni.ty of us - bei.ng of assistance in the matter.
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Eomwever, on 6 Feb 61 Be called saying he had some ‘inform '

Brazflfan Senator, a’ elose friend and confidnnte of "Che
Eem: we sh.cmld kncm ehout.

. ‘2, I mntacted the FBL to check on Herola 8 bacxgrou
that while he has & long record, he undoubtedly could spea
concerning intmtiml affairs; interest in his ability !

atler ccmahand As a coneequence, 1 visited Merola at his ,
mm Beach. .

, i X Hemla informd we. that he is currently "at liberty"
_“@}.A two~year probation in comnection with his conviction on /
&ringi&m the son-in-law of Pulgencio Batista,.General Mirands

/a clsmd?estine fashion follwing the Castro vict\ory, and b) ar
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e -yet ‘received deta:lls,'”bnt that Sam Kay, one of his associates in ' )
', American contraband business, ‘told him that the Senator was intf

v developing a pzoject whereby large quantities of whiskey would

- Brazil. He said that the Senator had visited Cuba following

.and had been the specisl: gueet of 'Che" Guevara. No other de

- available at the time of the 1utetv1ew ‘of Merola, "

.'5. It :ls ny opinj.on that the principal reason for Mer:
was to. ‘ascertain 1if we would intervene with the Federal Cou.
25-mile travel restriction currently imposed on him so that
Brazil to work out details of the whiskey smuggling. I inf
would be. no possibiuty of us being of assistance in the ms




. following Qastro's vietory he had

_ ‘6:' Nerola then atated that he had heen actively engaged in gunrunning in

“behalf of Fidel Cestro during the revolt agaiust Batlata, He stated that 8
gore to Havana, and had been received warmly

by Bidel Castro and Camilo Cienfuegos. He furnished some details concerning

~ these comtacts, as well as his contact with Colomel "Johnnis" Abbes, head of
.. the Dominiean secret police also a contact of his, which are being forwarded
i veport form.,

:jl"7.” Metola,§1§o indicated that he is Qefy well acquainted with Antonio
de Varona, head of the FRD, and felt that he would be able to provide definite

- assistance to-the Freate should he be called upon. He has a 63-foot boat
avatlable uhichAhgqganld not be adverse to ''lending'" to his friends.

8. He also'meationed that he realizes that we are not in a position

to be “persuasive™ with Castro agents in Miami, or with firms making clandestine
shipments to Cuba via the British West Indies, Mexico or Canada.

Merola .
~expressed the opinion that he might be able to be of considerable assistance

in "discussions™ with individuals or corporations re their desisting from
lending aid to Castro.

3. We égpfessed éppieciation for his offer of assistance but stated
that it was very umlikely that we would request any help; however, we would

be glad to hear details of any Latin American intrigue which comes to his
- attention, 2nd which could be of any significance. '

VAE#LIQF:lN°-f“:thef:¢9nta¢tvis.Contemplated, but for the record the followin
is submitted: ~ . - . . : L

.*Full Rame: Joseph Raymond Merola |
-*DOB: 9 October 1925 o
" POB: - Turtle Creek, Pennsylvania

::tgé?Sg:vei,iﬁ'the US Marine Corps from 1941 to 1945, Serial 32962(
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